
A special JEHR supplement in 
December will focus on pioneers of 
public and environmental health 

O
ften, we become so engrossed in 
dealing with today’s problems 
that we find no time to place 
our work in a wider context. But 
to make sense of and improve 

what we are doing, we need to reflect on the 
evidence that underpins our work, looking 
at both the present and the past. Who were 
the luminaries who took good ideas and 
turned them into the theories that became the 
foundations of modern practice?

There are many inpressive individuals 
in the history of our profession and we can 
certainly obtain meaning and inspiration from 
their work. For this reason, JEHR is inviting 
EHPs, students, and members of the wider 
environmental health workforce to write 
papers for publication about the pioneers of 
environmental and public health.

With this in mind, do you have a fascination 
for a person associated with a particular 
idea, theory or technical innovation that 
somehow changed the way environmental or 
public health was practised? It could could be 
someone who is already acknowledged in the 
pantheon of pioneers, or it could be someone 
more obscure who was involved in doing 
something remarkable, whether in the area 
where you live or a field of special interest to 
you. 

It could be someone who is not normally 
associated with environmental health but 
whose work in some way had implications for 
the socio-economic determinants of health. We 
are asking contributors, whoever they choose, 
to discover facts and insights from as a wide 
source of documentary material as possible. 
Aside from describing what they did, you 
should attempt to make links to contemporary 
ways of thinking or practice.

Potential contributors have already offered 
to write articles about Dr William Henry 
Duncan and Thomas Fresh, both of Liverpool; 
model housing provder, George Cadbury 
of Birmingham; the great sanitary engineer 
Joseph Bazalgette; authority on gypsies and 

travellers Norman Dodds and the first health 
minister, Liberal MP Dr Christopher Addison. 
But we are still hoping to recruit authors to 
reprise some of the big names, such as Edwin 
Chadwick, John Snow (EHN, March 2013, page 
36), Octavia Hill and Seebohm and Joseph 
Rowntree. 

Other names proposed for inclusion are 
Josephine Butler, who was associated with 
the Contagious Diseases Act; George Smith, a 
pioneer of canal boat legislation; community 
health campaigners Ada and Alfred Salter of 
Bermondsey; industrial philanthropist William 
Hesketh Lever; advocate for school meals and 
children’s health, Margaret McMillan; Glasgow’s 
chief sanitary inspector, Peter Fyfe (EHN, 
February 2013, page 36; March 2014, page 36) 
and the ‘father of modern landfill’, JC Dawes 
(EHN, February 2015, page 40).

P
apers should be around 2,500–3,000 
words in length and since they 
are destined to feature in a peer-
reviewed journal, will need to meet 
the standard expected of any paper 

or article submitted to the JEHR as set out in 
the guidelines for contributors (see below).

Whether you are an experienced author 
or someone just starting out, please email 
me by 15 April, stating whom you are 
interested in writing about and providing a 

few sentences about what made this person’s 
contribution original or groundbreaking and 
how their contribution continues to inform 
contemporary environmental health practice.

All enquirers will be sent a copy of the 
booklet Writing for Publication and a template 
to complete in the required format.

Don’t forget that the CIEH library is a great 
and largely untapped historical resource. It is 
full of important past publications, including 
The Sanitary Journal, and early editions of 
the indispensable reference book, Clays. The 
CIEH’s information manager, Tina Garrity, 
has offered to help writers to locate sources 
and you can book an appointment to visit the 
library by contacting her.

Since we need time for editing and peer 
review, we will need to have completed papers 
submitted by 31 July. Let’s see what we can do 
together to create a really fascinating work of 
scholarship and interest.

More information
Notes for contributors to JEHR:  
www.cieh.org/JEHR/Notes_For_Authors.html
Environmental Health Research Network 
http://ukehrnet.wordpress.com/
Email Dr Jill Stewart at: 
j.l.stewart@greenwich.ac.uk
To make an appointment at the CIEH library, 
email Tina Garrity at: library@cieh.org 
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Let’s celebrate the greats
Jill Stewart, MCIEH, lecturer at Greenwich University  
and member of the JEHR editorial board

Health pioneers: (from l-r) Edwin Chadwick, John Snow and Octavia Hill
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